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1. What was one of the best or most memorable sermons you have 
ever heard? What were the circumstances involved? What made it so 
memorable or meaningful? 
 

2. Was there a family rule that drove you crazy as a kid? One that you 
loved to break? Why? 
 

3. Can you give an example of where you have encountered legalism in 
the church? Why is it such a hinderance to genuine spiritual growth? 
 
 
 
 

4. Read Matthew 5:17-20. How do these verses set up a necessary 
foundation for the specific examples that will follow in Matthew 
5:21–7:9? 
 

5. In your own words, summarize how Jesus views himself, scripture, 
and righteousness. Does this challenge you in the way you live out 
your life and faith? 
 

6. Read Exodus 20:12– 17, Romans 13:8– 10, Romans 3:19– 20, and 
Galatians 3:24. Scripture teaches that the Law was given to reveal 
sin, to establish order in society, to provide a rule of life, and to 
reveal our need for God’s grace. How does Jesus fulfill the prophets 
and accomplish the Law in each of these aspects? 
 
 
 

7. Why might Jesus have to explain his view on the Law and 
Prophets? If “not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until 
all is accomplished” (Matthew 5:18), why do we no longer observe 
ceremonial laws? Why do we no longer sacrifice animals, cleanse 
ourselves before worshipping, or avoid certain foods? 
 
 

8. Read Ezekiel 36:26-27 and Jeremiah 31:31-34. What is promised 
there? What difference would it make if we lived out of the strength 
of these promises? 
 
 
 
 
 

9. If you were having a conversation with a friend who said, “I believe 
the kingdom of God is just a historical reference or a promised 
future, not a present reality”, what would you say to help them see it 
as both historical and future but also a present reality? 
 

10. How does this passage confront both our temptation toward 
legalism and immorality? Is it possible to have the righteousness 
described in verse 20? 
 
 
Ponder: 
“Each day, Jesus says to each of us, ‘Come, follow me.’ If we say yes, 
we can be sure that a good and beautiful day awaits us. And when 
we string those days together into months, years, and decades, we 
will have lived a good and beautiful life. And that life is destined to 
echo a benediction of love for all of eternity to hear.” 
James Bryan Smith, The Good and Beautiful Life (p. 32)

THRIVE (EXPLORE BIBLICAL TRUTH)

CONNECT (BUILD RELATIONSHIPS)

COMMIT (BE ON MISSION)


